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Demarcation of “Religious Organizations” in Wartime Japan: Discussions on the Inclusion of Islam in the Religious
Organizations Law of 1939 (October 16, 2024)

Dr. Noriko Kanahara
(The University of Tokyo)

Dr. Kanahara is conducting research on the 1939 Japanese law on religious organizations. In this lecture, she
analyzes the debate on whether to legally recognizing Islam as a religious organization from the perspective of
protecting the national Shinto religion in Japan at that time. Additionally, she points out that some Japanese

politicians expected a supranational network of Islam.
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